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Abstract

We propose a speech-based conversation system called Voice Cafe for knowledge formation. Talking
and listening are important activities in a conversation. By talking his or her thoughts to others,
s/he can think and check his or her thoughts again. By listening to others’ talk, s/he can find new
information and viewpoints on the problems. We implement talking and listening functions in Voice
Cafe. In Voice Cafe, users can talk with conversational agents that are equipped with automatic
speech recognition (ASR) and text-to-speech (1T'I'S) systems, and talk with users by their synthetic
speech. Users can talk his or her thoughts to agents, and listen to their conversation. The process
of knowledge formation and an overview of Voice Cafe are discussed.
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